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Power BI Report Builder 
– what, who, why, when?

Topic One



Power BI Report Builder – what is it?

Powered by Microsoft Structured Reports
• Within the same ecosystem as PowerBI

• Desktop and Online versions

• Licensed with PowerBI – if you have 
PowerBI you have Report Builder

• Fixed layouts for detailed data 
representation

• Mix of text, numerical, image data

• Outputs multiple formats, PDF, Word, Excel
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Power BI Report Builder – who should use it?

Data Managers Project Managers
• Can build, edit, maintain • Can get the reports they 

need on command
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• Can get the reports they 
need on command

Clients

Depending on an organization’s licensing with Microsoft…



Power BI Report 
Builder – why use it?

• Manually keeping reports consistent and without error 
is nearly impossible

• Complex data can be time consuming to report on

• Large datasets can be cumbersome

• Integration with typical infrastructure is straightforward

• Powerful customization combined with automation
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Power BI Report 
Builder – when do I 
use it?

• A project/manager/client requires hard reports on a 
repeating schedule

• You can templatize a report which can be utilized by 
multiple projects on a repeating basis
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Pros and the cons of 
Power BI Report Builder

Topic Two



Pros of Power BI Report Builder

Power Platform 
Integration

Parameterized 
Reporting
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Robust Expression 
Language

Export Capable
Multi-Data-Type 

Friendly

Precise and 
Repeatable



Cons of Power BI Report Builder

Can be finicky
True power is locked 

behind technical 
know-how
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Visually lacking



Use cases for paginated 
reporting

Topic Three



Air Quality Reporting

• Mix of data types

• Complex data with monthly calculations

• Monthly reports must be available for audit by state and 
federal entities
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Equipment 
Inspections

• Mix of data types

• Large datasets, often with pictures

• Can be many facilities, projects

• Monthly reports must be available for audit by state and 
federal entities
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Sample Data!

• Ever seen groundwater sampling data in a PDF?

• Large datasets, consistent output format required, mix 
of data types
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Example Build Topic Four
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Comments or questions?



Thank you

Austin Elliott

Austin.Elliott@gza.com
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