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The Seventh Annual International Conference for Environmental Data Management (ICEDM) 

provides environmental data management professionals with a two-day opportunity to share: 

ideas, tools and custom applications, brainstorm and collaborate on data workflow, and 

present data management success stories. The conference is limited to 50 registrants. There is 

a non-refundable registration fee of $300 per person for both days, which includes snacks and 

lunch each day and a participation certificate.   

Dates:   May 24-25, 2016 

Location:  McMenamin’s Edgefield 
2126 S.W. Halsey St. 
Troutdale, OR 97060 

McMenamin’s Edgefield 
 
 

Registration Info:  You can register via PayPal on the conference website at (www.icedm.net). 

ICEDM registration does NOT include hotel accommodations (see below). 

A block of hotel rooms are reserved for conference attendees at McMenamin’s Edgefield. Rooms 

will be held for ICEDM until April 8th, 2016. Registrants must contact McMenamin’s Edgefield 

directly to reserve a room. Bookings should be made by April 8th, 2016.  

 
The 2016 Draft Conference Schedule and Agenda presented below may change as the conference 

approaches. The most current version of the agenda will be available on the conference website.  

Please call Dan Higgins at (503) 789-4758 or Sarah Wright at 206-794-5888 with questions, or 

suggestions for additional activities or presentations. 

 

http://www.mcmenamins.com/54-edgefield-home/
http://www.icedm.net/


2016 International Conference for Environmental Data 
Management Agenda 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2 
 

Conference Schedule: 

Meeting Space: Main Building Ballroom 

Day 1 – May 24, 2016 
  

9:00 AM Continental Breakfast and Conference Welcome  

9:15 AM Welcome and 

Greeting 

Dan Higgins (Haley and Aldrich) and Sarah Wright (Locus 
Technologies)  

9:30 AM 

Implementation of a 
Data Management 
System: Why a Cradle 
to Grave Data 
Management System 
is Critical for Every 
Organization in the 
Environmental 
Industry and Some 
Considerations in 
Building One. 

Lacy Smith, Director of Data and Graphics Services, Wilcox 
Environmental Engineering, Inc. As data management 
knowledge and tools have become increasingly widespread 
across the environmental industry, it is becoming imperative for 
consultants, industry, and regulators to develop data 
management systems (DMS) for their organizations. 
Implementations at organizations of all sizes  
and shapes are increasing and for good reason. Many 
organizations are drowning in data. They know  
they should be spending more time analyzing it, but spend most 
of their time organizing it. Hence the  
need for a DMS.  
 
Since there are as many different ways of implementing a DMS 
as there are organizations in need of  
one, this presentation will provide a brief overview of various 
approaches and then discuss the key  
components of such a system. The focus of this talk will be on 
the underlying principles that guide any  
DMS implementation. In addition, practical considerations, 
including developing a business case, moving  
from a cost to profit center, gaining buy-in at all levels of the 
organization, and how to support the DMS,  
will be discussed. Finally, consideration of and metrics for 
determining the progress and success of a  
DMS implementation will be set forth in order to assist both 
management and staff with the evaluation of the DMS’s value 
for the organization. 
 

Lacy Smith (Wilcox Environmental Engineering, Inc.) 

10:15 AM BREAK 
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10:30 AM 

Building a Data 
Management Practice 
- Centralizing and 
Other “ings” 

Langan is a medium sized, multi-disciplinary engineering and 
environmental firm offering services supporting land 
development projects, corporate real estate portfolios, 
environmental  
compliance and remediation, and the oil and gas industry. Our 
clients include developers, property owners, public agencies, 
corporations, institutions, chemical and industrial manufacturing, 
and energy companies around the world. 
 

This presentation will provide an overview of the evolution of 
Langan’s data management practice with a focus on how we 
were successful in centralizing, standardizing and promoting data 
management services within our firm. 
 

Kristen Ward  (Langan) 

11:15 AM 

Case Study: Strategic 
Data Loading and 
Streamlined Reporting  
 

This presentation will discuss strategies and lessons learned by 
overcoming the challenge of providing well-designed EDDs that fit 
into database systems with vastly different, yet very precise, 
reporting requirements.  In particular, we encountered the 
challenge of reporting site environmental data, comprising up to 
15,000 records from more than 100 locations per event, on a 
routine basis to a State regulatory agency. 
  

This agency maintains a data repository system that is decades 
old and does not adhere to modern data conventions.   In order 
to meet deadlines and the submission requirements, a reporting 
tool was developed by SMA using an EQuIS database that 
presents the data using an accurate, time- and-cost efficient, and 
user-friendly process. 
 

This presentation will utilize the above process as a case-study to 
examine the importance of planning, communication, and data 
management workflow. 
 

Stephen Picek (St. John-Mittelhauser & Associates) 

12:00 PM LUNCH 

12:45 PM 

Round Table Discussion 
 

Emergency Response 
Data Management 

Round table discussions have been ICEDM’s most popular activity 
in past years and attendees have frequently requested that 
additional time be given to these sessions.  This year’s conference 
will allow attendees to spend additional time discussing data 
management challenges with the fast pace emergency response 
environments.  This topic is timely in light of recent headline 
news and is likely to become an important skill for data managers 
over the next five years.  Attendees will be asked to participate in 
brainstorming data management strategies that can be rolled out 
quickly and used by a variety of skill levels. 
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2:00 PM BREAK 

2:15 PM 
Bridging the Gap 
Between Data and 
Knowledge 

EnviroInsite is a data visualization tool highly tuned to the needs 
of the hydrogeologist and environmental engineer.  This 
presentation will use case studies to illustrate the utility of the 
program in cracking the real problems faced in developing 
conceptual models of hydrogeology, groundwater flow, and 
contaminant transport.  Along the way we’ll demonstrate the 
utility of EnviroInsite’s direct connection to EQuIS. 
 

Bruce Jacobs (EI LLC) 

3:00 PM 

EQuIS and Tableau - 
Getting the Most out 
of your Tools 
 

 

EQuIS is a great tool for managing environmental data, but may 
lack in data visualization polish.  Tableau is a great tool for data 
visualization, but isn’t designed to manage your data and is 
largely optimized for business rather than science.  This is a story 
about ways of getting these very different systems to work 
together, and about how to let each tool do what it's best at. 
  

This presentation contains a case example demonstrating 
workflow and data.  Mostly high-level, but with nice examples to 
show off things. 
 

Lea Beard (Aspect Consulting) 

3:45 PM 

Title V Air Compliance 
Implementation – 
Critical Factors for 
Success 

Title V of the Clean Air Act requires that facilities operating with 
potential air pollutants comply with complex operating permits 
and reporting requirements.  Title V Air Compliance requires 
automated monitoring of these various emissions sources as well 
as human interaction reviewing the data from these sources and 
documenting on daily compliance logs. 
 

To address these complexities, the Locus Technologies 
implementation team leveraged the Locus Platform to design 20 
detailed, configurable forms and 3 reports for each of the 
divisions that help aid in compliance assurance, documentation 
and reporting. The presentation highlights the importance of 
early and frequent customer engagement during the 
requirements gathering and implementation 
process.  Additionally, implementation success hinged the 
development of a long term maintenance approach for adhering 
to evolving permit requirements.  As Jennifer will outline, success 
of the implementation and ongoing use of the solution relies 
heavily on non-developers’ ability to iteratively design and 
customize the forms and reports to meet unique customer 
business needs. 
 

Jennifer Peterson (Locus Technologies) 
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4:30-5:00 
PM 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

ICEDM strives to provide attendees a forum for open discussion 
of data management topics.  During this session attendees will 
engage in discussion of the topics covered throughout the day 
and propose topics for further discussion throughout the 
conference.   

5:00-7:00 PM Happy Hour – Provided by ICEDM Sponsors:  
Gold:  ddms, inc. & Silver: Locus Technologies & Bronze: EnviroInsite, Langan, Haley & Aldrich 
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Day 2 – May 25, 2016 
 

9:00 AM Continental Breakfast 

9:15 AM 

Coffee Talk! 
 
The Future of 
Environmental Data 
Management – Where 
Will We All Be In Five 
Years? 

Coffee Talk is new to this year’s ICEDM and a response to 
attendee’s continued request for more “conversation time”.  
 

This year it was reported that data scientists have the best job 
with the most growth opportunities.  Additionally, data 
management has become an academic and media focus. ICEDM 
brings together the industries’ elite data managers and we would 
like attendees to discuss where they feel Environmental Data 
Management will be in the next five years. 

10:30 AM 
Best Practices Group 
Organization 

Throughout the environmental industry professionals can find 
best practices documentation and data collection methodologies; 
however, there are no industry endorsed Data Management Best 
Practices. Pre request, the ICEDM Network will begin the process 
of developing Best Practices.  Kristen Ward of Langan has been 
kind enough to volunteer to organize this group and will be asking 
2016 ICEDM participates to assist in this process.  We will also 
reach out to the ICEDM Network for assistance. 

10:45 AM BREAK 

11:00 AM 

Customizing Off-the-
Shelf Data 
Management Systems: 
A Data Stewardship 
Team’s Lessons 
Learned   

Customizing off-the-shelf data management systems to fulfill total 
data management needs is becoming increasingly important in 
the ever expanding environmental industry. Given the growing 
importance of data in the environmental industry, data 
administrators need to view their project role as “data stewards”. 
Data stewardship encompasses more than data management; it 
includes designing intelligent systems to maximize capabilities of 
off-the-shelf data management systems. Frequently project data 
administrators inherit off-the-shelf systems that do not meet 
project needs. As data takes on a more recognized role in the 
industry, data management systems need to better meet project 
needs by: addressing situations that are outside the “norm” (i.e. 
non analytical data), ensuring data quality, and improving secure 
data access. Customization of off-the-shelf systems can prove 
challenging, but ultimately data stewards can learn from these 
challenges to apply better data management practices to their 
environmental projects. This presentation will look at our team’s 
experience with maximizing off-the-shelf functionality and how 
data collection and reporting benefited from intelligent custom 
design. 

 

Kathryn Klatt (ddms, inc.) and Sarah Wright (Locus Technologies) 
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11:45 PM LUNCH 

12:45 PM 

Round Table 

 

Best Practices:  

Considerations for 
Starting From Scratch, 
Starting Over, or Just 
Cleaning-up! 

Managing environmental data is not a new concept, in fact, most 
of us have been managing our environmental data for several 
decades.  However, the data we manage and the tools available 
continue to evolve and improve.  With the tools we have now, and 
the lessons we have learned, what would you do differently?  How 
do you know if you should start over or just clean-up?  If you are 
new to environmental data management, or trying to learn from 
others, this round table is for you!   

 

Questions this discussion will consider:  If you knew then what you 
know now, what would you do differently?  Who should be on the 
“team”?  Who MUST be on the “team” for success?  What does 
success look like?  How do you deal with changing scopes?  When 
to say when - How to say no!      

2:15 PM BREAK 

2:30 PM 

Daily Construction 
Report iPad App 
 
 

Part of the Construction Management services that Parametrix 
provides is jobsite inspection.  In the past this has been a time 
consuming and cumbersome task.  To provide greater value to our 
clients, we developed a new, innovative iPad app.  This allows our 
inspectors to generate the daily reports in real-time while on the 
jobsite, which creates a time savings that we are able to pass on 
to our clients.  One of the benefits to developing the app in-house 
is that we are able to customize and enhance the app for future 
needs. 
 

Alison Bird (Parametrix) 

3:15 PM 
Daily Boring Log 
Observation Presented 
Spatially on the Web 

Dariush Mobini will demonstrate how daily boring log details can 
be synced with a database and presented on the Web using 
Geocortex.  Clients and project staff can keep on top of 
investigation progress through an online. With the map users 
search data and visualize basic borehole logs. Geocortex also 
provides map-enabled searches of environmental data stored in 
EQuIS. 
 

Dariush Mobini (Haley & Aldrich) 

4:00 PM Closing Discussion and Remarks 

 


